DOHA TRADE TALKS

Another deadlip

slip _mg away

BY DEBOR.AH ELMS '
FOR THE STRAITS TIMES

- N TUESDAY in Gefeva, the

- World- Trade ‘Organisation
B (WTO) moved one-step closer

‘to.death. Mr Pascal’ Lamy; di-
rectot —general 'of the WTO, ddmitted

that his latest deadline canmot be- met’

How.
Officials had pledged to exchange nego-

tiating texts across the full ranige of issues |
4-25. Howéver, M Lamy noted }
that officials are hot on target to.do s, as-

by Aprit-

no ferward progress has been made re-
cently.

This not‘ only means that the deadlme‘

will bé missed, but that the hopes 6f con-

cludmg the talks,m 2011 are also high]y-

cM- K

8 Tong-stalled trade talks in the

unlikeiy to be- miet, Given that 2012 isan

election year in the United States, there
was never any hope .of ‘concluding the
talks next year.

The talks, known as, the Doha Develop-
meht. Round; have been underway since
Noveritier 2001, After a decade of discus-
sions, countries remain deeply. divided.

The sources of the divide are many,
but the most critical problem_is a.gap be-

- tween how much additional ‘access to

their own markets that developed and de-
veloping. edonomies are. willing to, grant‘
to one another

an Union, expect that the key developing

countries of China, Brazil and Ind1a will .
‘open:their mdrkets more than the rest of.
the developmg world.. This is because:

- “gredtest responsrbxhty i3

countries- wilk, lose the, mes
oy try ‘like Cambidia oF
-The “etonomies of the develeped'
world,. especra]]y the US and the Eurdpe- -

these thrée cotntries have growh 'hdld'

such a p:cotmnent place inthe gh i
omy acros¢ a ranige ‘of prodicts dnd ser—
vices that they cirinot'be held to the same
weak rules that appiy to other deveiopmg
econormies:’

Opening up more, claim.the Europeans-_’
~ and the Americans, will also show “léader-
- ship” 'in the g]o_bal trading: system. Mr.

Lamy aigued that the countiies with the

carefully about the conseque
lapse.
- Brazil,. India and Chma £0
they have already-: Hiwnlsi
bility. intaking on 0 mm%tments in
various areas-an t devel-
oped country levels i
is particularly trae singe- ‘the m
oped economies have tiot made
similar and- ‘painfl cuts in: theJ

els of proteétion.- - 5

 1f the round coltapsés or is put into the i
freezer for an undeterminedilength of

time; the smatlest and least developed
n-Asia, a

will'tiot
»free ‘access to global markets

det t

‘promlsed in;Doha.

Other-smaller developmg ceuntnes

vill haté a hard time. attracting; intérest’
.frem possﬂ:le ‘trade partners 1 do regiom=
a} or bilateral trade deals. They witl have-

-+ 4+ =

uld think’

A collapse at
Doha will mean

‘a renewed push for sewing up
trade preferences in smaller
‘deals. This will increase the
importance of the Trans-Pacific

- Partnership (TPP) agreement

6 settle for commitments made. in the
last round of multilateral rules crafte'din
1993..

Global trade will-also suffer.-1t is only.

in g]obal gettinigs that the major players
discuss trade Hberalisation with one an-
other. Absent progress in Doha, the US or

=.-- Europe’ will not agree to. significantly re-
" duce subsidies in agrlcu]ture or to reduce

barriers- to trade in manufactured goods
_OF services.
Agriculture as a whole is addressed in

a., .meanmgful ways only in global trade re-
. gites. Every country intervenes to a

.greater or lesser extént in agriculturai
trade. Most of these interventions are not
addressed in smaller bildteral or regional

‘trade agreements but can be fackled only
: at the global level.
‘A coilapse at Doha will mean a 1e-

newed push for sewmg up trade prefer- .
ences in smaller deais.

This will increase the 1mpertanc;e of
the Trans- Pacrﬁc Partnership (TPPY agree-
ment. The TPP is a rare deal that intends

to address barriers to ‘trade in agncu}tural.
products as well as other kinds of goods .
and services. It includes new rules forin- -

" vestment; competition, government pro-’
curement, and intelectual property.

. The TPP may help to harmonise stand-

ards, streamliné Customs procedures,

and tackle a range of “behind the border”
issues that impede the easy flow of goods

. and serv:ces between member coutitries,

If Doha is dying, the TPP. represents
the fext-best way to handle trade sisice it
includes nine different member countries
in three continents with differing levels
of economic development '

It has become even more cntmal that
officials meeting. in’ Singapore-this: week .
for another round of negotiations on the .

TPP, think as broadly and creatively as -

poss:bie about new approaches ‘to trade
agreements It is possiblé that the rules
drafted in the TPP will become the stand-
ard-bearers for future trade agreements"
in the absence of any new global commrt— :
ments., :
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