
S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

For further information, please contact: 

 
S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS)  
Nanyang Technological University
Blk S4, Level B4, Nanyang Avenue
Singapore 639798
Phone: (65)  6790 6982 
Fax: (65)  6793 2991                                         www.tfctn.org.sg

The Importance of Trade -
Foreign Trade Indicator  
(percent of GDP)

Asian Development Bank (ADB) - Key Indicators 2007 
(www.adb.org/statistics)

400

350

300

250

200

150

100

50

0

Br
un

ei
Da

ru
ss

al
am

Ca
m

bo
di

a

Ch
in

a 
PR

Ho
ng

 K
on

g,
 

Ch
in

a

In
di

a

In
do

ne
si

a

Ko
re

a 
Re

pu
bl

ic

La
o 

PD
R

M
al

ay
si

a

Ph
ili

pp
in

es

Si
ng

ap
or

e

Ch
in

es
e 

Ta
ip

ei

Th
ai

la
nd

Vi
et

na
m

13
9.

1
13

0.
8

96
.6

12
5.

7
12

9.
7

10
7.

0
12

0.
0

10
9.

9
90

.9

38
6.

0
36

8.
5

29
4.

0
85

.7
91

.994
.7

18
6.

8
18

6.
3

19
2.

1

50
.4

49
.9

71
.5

68
.9

44
.4

50
.058

.0

34
.8

29
.9

20
.7

34
3.

7
33

1.
2

24
5.

7
67

.0
63

.4
39

.6

11
6.

0
10

8.
9

90
.9

79
.981

.2
83

.5

2000 2005 2006

TFCTN@RSIS  
Phone: (65)  6790 6415 
Fax: (65)  6793 2991
Email: tfctn@ntu.edu.sg  
Website: www.tfctn.org.sg            
           



Temasek Foundation  
Centre for TRADE & 
Negotiations 

The Centre fulfills its mission by creating high-quality, empirically 
grounded research and objective analysis. Results of our research are 
disseminated through a series of capacity building and training 
courses; seminars, workshops and conferences; books and journal 
articles; working papers, policy briefs and commentaries; op-ed 
columns; a resident fellows programme; TFCTN and RSIS websites.  
Centre staff work collaboratively with researchers and practitioners 
around the world to increase the impact of the research and capacity 
building activities.  

Centre staff consider not only economic factors, but also political and 
legal interests related to trade. Research topics include bargaining in 
the World Trade Organisation (WTO), other multilateral and regional 
economic organisations, various regional and bilateral free trade 
agreements, international trade rules, liberalisation measures, 
regulatory policy, development, intellectual property rights, and 
investment and competition policy.

The Centre was created in 2008 with a generous initial donation from 
the Temasek Foundation. The Temasek Foundation believes in the 
principle that the development of human capacity is key to Asia’s 
development prospects. Additional support for the Centre is provided 
by foundation grants, corporate donations and individual donors.

The S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS) serves as 
the institutional home for the Centre. RSIS is an autonomous graduate 
school of international affairs as well as one of the leading independent 
think tanks in the Asia-Pacific region. It offers master’s and Ph.D. 
courses in international political economy, international relations, 
strategic studies and Asian studies. RSIS and the Nanyang Business 
School also offer a Master of Business Administration (International 
Studies). RSIS is located in Nanyang Technological University (NTU)  
in Singapore.

About Us

The Temasek Foundation Centre for Trade & Negotiations is a 
policy research centre at the S. Rajaratnam School of International 
Studies (RSIS), Nanyang Technological University. The Centre is 
dedicated to improving the process of international negotiations, 
with a particular focus on increasing capabilities and access for 
developing states. The Centre uses rigorous empirical research to 
create new ideas and to generate informed debate leading to 
practical policy alternatives for improving global negotiations on 
trade and economic issues. Countries which are unable to 
participate effectively risk losing out on the process  
of globalisation. 


