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Defining environmental services in the 
f li hcontext of climate change

• Using WTO Services Sectoral Classification List Us g O Se ces Secto a C ass cat o st
(W/120)
– Liquid waste services
– Refuse disposal services
– Sanitation and other similar services
O h i l i– Other environmental services

• Requests and offers
Cl t h kli t h– Cluster or checklist approach

o Environmental and climate protection
o Environmental consulting and engineering serviceso nvironmental consulting and engineering services



Defining environmental services in 
h f l hthe context of climate change

• Infrastructure environmental servicesInfrastructure environmental services 
– W/120 classification relevant

• Non‐infrastructure environmental services
/– Other environmental services under W/120

– Requests and offers more pertinent
oRelated services
oEnvironmental consulting



Infrastructure environmental servicesInfrastructure environmental services 

Traditionally provided by public sector 

changes in technology and manner of 
delivery  

allowed (increased) private sector 
participation, e.g. public‐private 

t hipartnerships 

Competition for the market (e.g. monopoly 
l )licenses, concessions) 

Competition in the market 



Contestability of Market

Tradability 

b lLiberalisation 

Accent on Regulation



Regulatory principles for 
f linfrastructure environmental services

• Independent regulatory and competition• Independent regulatory and competition 
bodies
–Price regulation

– Ensure universal access
oDirect subsidies
oCross‐subsidies
oContractual stipulation

–Maintain standardsMaintain standards



Regulatory principles for infrastructure 
i l i ( ’ )environmental services (con’t)

• Coherence• Coherence

• Accountability

• Transparency

• Predictability• Predictability

• Capacity

• Community effort / consumer 
involvementinvolvement



Regulatory issues for non‐
f linfrastructure environmental services

• Primarily company‐to‐company or company‐to‐a y co pa y to co pa y o co pa y to
government

consumer interest more nuanced;consumer interest more nuanced; 
risk of market failure less pronounced

• Qualification and licensing requirementsQ g q
–Recognition

oMutual recognition of professionaloMutual recognition of professional 
qualifications

• Technical standards



Possibilities in APECPossibilities in APEC

• Voluntary GATS‐plusVoluntary GATS plus

• Agreed general principles on regulation based  
on good practiceon good practice

• Disciplines on domestic regulation
– Transparency

– Objectivity

• Technical/financial assistance and cooperation 
in developing regulatory frameworks


